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Empowering Communities in Batticaloa: A Story of 
Collaboration and Progress
The District Fisheries Solidarity in the Batticaloa 
District is making significant waves, fostering 
empowerment and sustainable development among 
over 450 members, including fishermen, women, 
and youth. This vibrant organization is undertaking a 
diverse range of initiatives, creating a ripple effect of 
positive change throughout the region.

Safeguarding Our Seas and Supporting Fishermen
A core focus of the movement is the protection of 
marine resources. They actively work to prevent illegal 
fishing practices, applying pressure against those who 
engage in such activities. By curbing illegal methods, 
they are directly contributing to the long-term health 
and sustainability of fish stocks in the area. Beyond 
enforcement, the movement also provides invaluable 
assistance and training to fishermen, equipping them 
with the knowledge and skills needed for responsible 
and productive fishing.

Empowering Women: Pillars of the Community
The women members of the cooperative are receiving 
comprehensive support to enhance their livelihoods 
and economic independence. This includes livelihood 
assistance, group savings schemes, and self-sufficiency 
units. Furthermore, they are provided with various 
vocational training programs, empowering them 
with diverse skills that enable them to contribute 
significantly to their families’ economic well-being. 
This focus on women’s economic empowerment is 
creating a stronger, more resilient community.

Nurturing Future Leaders: The Youth’s Role
The movement is deeply committed to nurturing the 
next generation of leaders. Through initiatives that 
promote unity and reconciliation, young people are 
encouraged to work together, transcending ethnic 
and religious differences. They are actively involved 
in environmental protection efforts, instilling a sense 
of responsibility for their surroundings. Crucially, the 
youth are also receiving leadership training, preparing 
them to become impactful and responsible leaders 
in their communities. In times of disaster, these 
empowered young individuals are also mobilized to 
provide essential assistance to those in need.
The DIFSO BATTI takes immense pride in its efforts 
to empower fishermen, women, and youth in the 
Batticaloa District. Through their comprehensive and 
collaborative approach, they are not only building a 
more sustainable future for the region’s marine life but 
also fostering a stronger, more unified, and economically 
vibrant community. and also, we are proud to organize 
and conduct various arts and cultural events, as well 
as District committee meetings, bringing together 
fishermen, women, and youth. This initiative provides 
an opportunity for these three specific communities to 
share their experiences, and discuss the challenges they 
face in society and their potential solutions. therefore, 
we are delighted to be a part of the National Fisheries 
Solidarity Movement (NAFSO), an organization that 
operates with the welfare of the people at its core.
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Oluvil BeachOluvil Beach

A True Story Implemented and Successfully A True Story Implemented and Successfully 
Implemented by YouthImplemented by Youth

For the past several years, in areas like Oluvil, Addalaichenai, Akkaraipattu, Thirukovil, Pottuvil, and  Arugam 
Bay, efforts have been made to reduce plastic usage and to educate the general public. It is noteworthy that 

awareness campaigns have also been carried out regarding the impact on marine life. 

It is worth mentioning that plastic baskets are set up in places like mosques, temples, schools, beaches and 
other places and that Nafso langar organization is conducting Shramadana work in the village once a month 
in public places. Not only that, we have also illustrated the consequences of plastic use by displaying plastic-

related warning signs.

Ampara district is a tourist destination, with places like Oluvil and Arugam Bay attracting a large number 
of local and foreign tourists.  A large amount of plastic is found, especially along the coasts, and this is 

causing great inconvenience to marine life and the lives of people living around the sea. And the impact on 
the environment is a matter of concern. Considering this, the National Fisheries Cooperation Organization 

(NAFSO) has launched a campaign to reduce plastic consumption in Ampara district. 
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NEGAMBO
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NEGAMBO
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POLANARUVA
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